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FZGURE 1 :  Vfew of test house at end of 
60 rninflre test. Note the unbroken windows 
of the upper storeys, indfcating the egectfue- 

ness of balconies and 'eyebrows' in 
p re u e n t f ng t heJ re fro rn spread[ ng 

into the apartment above. 

a hole in the floor of the apartment above 
and also broke or opened a number of 
windows. After the desired observations 
were made and another 30 min had elapsed, 
the fire was extinguished. Later in the day, 
the structure was re-used to make a test of 
residential sprinkler performance. 

Fire contained within apartment 

Perhaps  the most remarkable 
demonstration in this study, witnessed by 
some 1200 guests and observers, was the 
safe ty  of the  adjoining first -storey 
half-apartment. During the entire 1 h 
period, two fire omcers remained in that 
apartment,  taking notes a n d  making 
observations, without needing to don any 
protective breathing apparatus. 
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These experiments were conducted at 
the We test ground of the Building Research 
Institute in Tsukuba. It is expected that Dr 
Yuji Hasemi, the project leader, will release 
a detailed report on this burn test during 
the first half of 1992. 

Vyto Babrauskas 

One factor contributing to the good 
performance of the test structure was the 
fact that balconies or 'eyebrows' were used 
throughout.  protecting upper -s torey 
windows from flames coming from windows 
below. This architectural feature is very 
common in J a p a n ,  bu t  is somewhat 
uncommon in Western building practice. 
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